
 

 

Media Release 
 

Challenger reaches new audiences with the 

Sydney Film Festival 
 

16 May 2024: Australia's leading retirement income brand, Challenger, announces the third act in its 

sponsorship strategy, a new three-year partnership with the Sydney Film Festival (SFF). 

 

SFF, which will take place from 5-16 June, is one of the longest running events of its kind in the world 

and showcases the best in cinema from Australia and around the world. 

 

Challenger Managing Director and CEO, Nick Hamilton commented on the invaluable opportunity these 

partnerships were providing Challenger to connect directly with its customers on their shared passions. 

 

“We are excited to be a major partner of the esteemed Sydney Film Festival. Arts and culture, 

particularly through the medium of film is a beloved form of entertainment especially for our customers 

who are preparing for and enjoying their well-deserved retirement,” Mr Hamilton said.  

 

“Our purpose is to provide financial security for a better retirement. Activities are ranked the highest 

driver of happiness for those over 60 according to our recent Retirement Happiness Indexi, and enjoying 

the arts is a great way for Australians across the country to live a happy and fulfilled retirement.” he said.    

 

The Sydney Film Festival will take place at the iconic State Theatre and twelve other cinemas across the 

city, including CBD, Newtown, Cremorne, and Randwick, presenting films not typically found in 

mainstream theatres, with many premieres.  

 

Frances Wallace, CEO, SFF said: "The 71st Sydney Film Festival is honoured to welcome Challenger as 

a new major partner of the Festival. Challenger will also be presenting the Festival Hub, the beating-

heart of our Festival, which hosts all our events, talks and experiences. We thank all the Challenger 

team for their commitment to supporting Sydney’s vibrant film culture and the joy of people gathering to 

celebrate storytelling.”    

 

In extending its reach beyond the city, Challenger is also partnering with Sydney's Travelling Film 

Festival (TFF), which tours to over 20 locations each year across the Northern Territory, Queensland, 

and New South Wales. The TFF ensures regional audiences have access to films they might not 

otherwise experience on the big screen. 

 

“It was important for us to also partner with Sydney’s Travelling Film Festival. Film appreciation is a 

cornerstone of Australian culture. Let's ensure that the joy of the big screen reaches every corner of our 

nation,” Mr Hamilton said.   

 

Challenger’s wider brand sponsorship strategy includes successful partnerships with the Professional 

Golfers Association (PGA) of Australia announced in October 2023, and the Melbourne International 

Flower and Garden Show announced in February 2024. These partnerships enable Challenger to 

connect with its customers who share a passion for sport, arts and culture, while demonstrating its 

commitment to understanding their evolving needs and providing expert retirement income solutions. 

 



 

 

 ENDS 

 

For more information contact:  

Felicity Goodwin 

Challenger Corporate Affairs 

P: 0461 579 782 

E: fgoodwin@challenger.com.au  

 

Matt Fraser, Director of Communications 

SFF 

P: 0401 326 007 

E: matt@originalspin.com.au  

Editor’s notes 

About Challenger 

Challenger Limited (Challenger) is an ASX-listed investment management firm focused on providing 

members with financial security for a better retirement. Challenger operates a fiduciary Funds 

Management division and an APRA-regulated Life division. Challenger Life Company Limited 

(Challenger Life) is Australia's largest provider of annuities. 

 

About the Sydney Film Festival  

From Wednesday 5 to Sunday 16 June 2024, the 71st Sydney Film Festival offers Sydneysiders another 

exciting season of cinema amidst a whirlwind of premieres, red-carpet openings, in-depth discussions, 

film guests and more.  Sydney Film Festival is a major event on the New South Wales cultural calendar 

and is one of the world’s longest-running film festivals. For more information visit sff.org.au. The 

71st Sydney Film Festival is supported by the NSW Government through Screen NSW and Destination 

NSW, the Federal Government through Screen Australia and the City of Sydney.      

The full Sydney Film Festival 2024 program can be found online at sff.org.au.  

Sydney Film Festival Press Pack and Images Available HERE 

Sydney Film Festival runs from 5-16 June 2024. Tickets and Flexipasses to Sydney Film Festival 2024 

are on sale now. Please call 1300 733 733 or visit sff.org.au for more information or to book. 

Stay up to date with Sydney Film Festival: 

eNews, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 

 

 
 

i Research undertaken by YouGov in February 2024, surveying a nationally representative sample of 1,049 Australians aged 60 and above. 
Current as at 12 March 2024. 
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